





BOOK REVIEW

Dyslexia and other Learning Difficulties
A Parent’s Guide by Maria Chivers

This book appealed to me right from the very first chapter heading:

“l know something is wrong but no one will listen” Don't let the slightly

hysterical tone of that put you off, (although | am sure that many parents
who have been in this position will instantly empathise.) What follows is
a well set out, non-patronising but lucid and sensible book, which covers
all the bases. Maria Chivers discusses not just dyslexia, but also
dyspraxia, dyscalculia and, new to me, dysgraphia.

As well as chapters on how to approach schools and local authorities and a parent’s legal rights, there are chapters
on food supplements, the role of the orthoptist and even how to set up your own support group. There are
suggestions for useful specialist software, and there is a book list and an excellent list of relevant addresses.

All'in all, a valuable resource for any parent, suspecting their child may be dyslexic, who is starting down the road

of finding appropriate help and support.

Stef Hill - Derby City SEN Support Worker /

The Family Fund is a government-funded \
charity that provides grants to families of

the costs of driving lessons for parents/carers,
holidays or outings, laundry equipment beds and bedding,
computers etc to ease the stress of caring for a severely
disabled child. If you have a gross annual income of less than
£22,000 then the Family Fund may be able to help you and

authority care.To find out more you can contact them by post:

Textphone: 01904 658085 Fax: 01904 652625

Hello, | would like to introducA
myself to you all. My name is
Ami Price and | am the Scope
Regional Response Worker for
part of the Midlands, Derbyshire

severely disabled children under |5 years of age being in my area. Scope is the national charity for people
living in the UK. The Family Fund can help with with cerebral palsy and associated disabilities.

Scope Response is a free and confidential information,
advice and support service for all disabled people and their
families. It is the first contact point for all enquiries about
Scope, cerebral palsy and disability issues.

your family. Unfortunately they are unable to help when As a Regional Response worker | work specifically with

children are looked after either by relatives or are in local children and adults with cerebral palsy and their families
and carers as they may need a higher level of advice and

support to identify needs and to help ensure that those

Family Fund, Unit4, Alpha Court, Monks Cross Drive, needs are met.
Huntington, York YO32 9WN If you would like to contact me for any advice or
General enquiries Low cost line 0845 1304 542 support please call:

o ) Tel: 0808 800 3333 Email: response@scope.org.uk
E-mail: info@familyfund.org.uk Address: Scope Response, PO Box 833,
\VVebsite: http://www.familyfund.org.uk / Qilton Keynes MK 12 5NY /

call Michelle on 01332 - 716930
Also -

FANCY COFFE AND A CHAT, WITH A BIT OF
INFORMATION THROWN IN FOR FREE?

Derby Parent Partnership will be having one of their regular coffee
mornings on the |5th May between 10 -12noon. Sue Birch, Assessment and
Inclusion Officer is the guest speaker and will be coming to talk to us about
her role in the Authority and will answer questions. For more information

Derby City Special Educational Needs Information Day is on the 3rd June
from 9.45 — 2.00 at Kedleston Road Training & Development Centre.

A buffet lunch will be provided, if you need further information about this
contact Derby City Office on 01332 - 716930.




Website: www.sortit.org.uk
Information for || — 16 year olds with
sight problems.

Website: www.bullying.co.uk
General and legal advice for parents and
children, includes a problem page.

Website: www.carers.org
Information and support for carers

Useful Contacts

J

If you would like to
receive this newsletter
in another language,
large print, or audio
version please contact
us on 01246 273154.

Derby and Derbyshire Parent
Partnership

Community Centre
School Board Lane
Brampton
Chesterfield
Derbyshire S40 1DD

Tel: 01246 273154
Fax: 01246 273155
Email:  ollie.pardo@derbyshire.gov.uk

c/o Middleton House
27 St Mary’s Gate
Derby DEI 3NN

Tel: 01332716930
Fax: 01332 717645
Email:  parent.partnership@derby.gov.uk

www.derbyshireparentpartnership.co.uk

The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter
are not necessarily those of
Derby and Derbyshire
Parent Partnership.

THE INCLUSION TEAM
explained...

We work closely with parents/carers, schools and a range of
other partners to reduce the need to exclude young people
permanently from statutory educational provision. We also
promote the admission into schools of vulnerable groups such
as Looked After Children;Travellers; young offenders and
previously excluded children.

The key areas that we are focus on are:

* Providing accurate and updated information and advice regarding
exclusion processes and procedures for parents/carers and schools.
Parents Booklets are sent out when a young person is excluded, they
can also be sent out on request and are also available via
www.derbyshire.gov.uk

* Ensuring that parents/carers are aware of their rights in terms of
exclusion legislation and empower them to make informed decisions

*  Working with school communities to ensure that they take
responsibility for all young people in the area

*  Promoting the Common Assessment Framework, which is a
collaborative way of working with parents and other agencies to help
a young person and their family

* Monitoring the managed move protocol. A Managed Move gives a
child a fresh start in another school (with the agreement of the
parent and child), as a strategy to manage behaviour

* Monitoring fixed term exclusions, in order to involve multi-agency
partners and reduce the need to permanently exclude

* Developing voluntary Parent Contracts. These are a government
initiative to assist schools in working with parents to help them
support their child’s behaviour in school and at home.

How are referrals made?

We take direct referrals from any avenue, by telephone or letter:

Sue Anderson - Inclusion Team Manager
Tel: 01298 26121 Ext 129

Area Education Office

Kents Bank Road

Buxton SK17 9HR

Sharon Neak - Pupil Inclusion Officer
01629 580000 Ext 6543

County Hall

Matlock

Derbyshire DE4 3AG
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